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• Increase the average healthy lifespan by two years by 2020
and to pursue a a Triple win for European citizens
• 103 Reference Sites to scale up innovation for active and
healthy ageing
•
• More than 1200 organisations, researchers, stakeholders
in the Action Groups
• Twinning Schemes

WHO
A unique public-public partnership of 26 public funding
agencies:
• From currently 20 countries around Europe plus
Canada
• R&D, innovation, health & regional support focus
WHY:
1. Enhancing older adults’ quality of life through
innovative digital technology-based solutions
2. Support long-term sustainability of health & care
systems
3. Strengthening the emerging industrial base in
Europe

Impact of Demographic Change in Europe

Impact of Demographic Change in Europe

Next Steps:
• Green Paper on Active Ageing
• Long-Term vision on Rural Areas

Council Conclusions on Human rights, participation and well-being of older
persons in the era of digitalization
(09 October 2020, German Presidency)
• PROMOTE active and healthy ageing – including by using the positive impact of digital
technology in public services, e.g. in health services – and longer working lives,
• MAKE AVAILABLE and SIMPLIFY telemedicine services and the use of digitally enabled
health-related tools as an additional option for persons at any age, thus lowering the risk of
infections brought about through direct contact with sick persons in waiting areas and
facilitating access to medical and social advice;
• Calls the Commission to CONTINUE TO SUPPORT Member States in actions aimed at the
prevention of chronic diseases, health promotion and strengthening the development of longterm health care policies, with a focus on digitalisation; as well as to empower older persons
to use digital technologies to better monitor their health independently, both for better
prevention and person-centred treatment;

Green paper on ageing
27 January 2021
With the adoption of the
green paper on ageing,
the Commission launched
a wide public
consultation.

Get Involved!
Public consultation on the green paper
on ageing – until 21 April 2021
Demography webpage
Green paper on ageing

Lifecycle approach

Formative years:
life-long learning, healthy
& active ageing

Growing needs:
healthcare,
long-term care /
mobility, connectivity,
well-being
Retirement: volunteering,
intergenerational relations /
adequate, fair and
sustainable pension
systems, old
age poverty

Working age: labour markets,
productivity, innovation and
business
opportunities

Territorial aspects

Challenges for Innovation in Active and Healthy Ageing
• Long-term chronic, complex medical conditions
• health chronic conditions prevalence in case of people aged 50+ (high cholesterol, heart disease, mental illness, diabetes,
arthritis, back problems, asthma) + multi-morbidity being very common among people aged 65+

• Increased demand for social and health & care systems in terms of facilities,
staff and supplies
• Lack of age-friendly living and working environments
• Gap in digital skills both for healthcare workforce and citizens/patients
• COVID-19 challenges (isolation, mental health)
• AI-powered tools enabling longevity medicine (HDT)
• Lack of uptake of digital innovations =>deployment, ecosystems, costeffectiveness

NEXT Multi-annual Financial Framework
• Structural funds (ESIF/ERDF) - supports the deployment of digitally enabled health and care solutions
beyond pilot/proof of concept stage. A mapping of the investments in Health and eHealth for 20142020 is available here.
• Horizon Europe partnership: “Transforming health and care systems”
• EU4Health • Renovation Wave Strategy and the Bauhaus initiative– Smart, green and sustainable housing;
Accessibility, affordability and innovation (Age-friendly homes, communicties and environments)
• Recovery and Resilience Plan – 750 Billion EUR
• Digital Europe Programme – AI, Cybersecurity, Interoperability, HPC, Skills, AI Testing and
Experimentation Facilities, Digital Innovation Hubs…

Towards a European Partnership on Transforming Health and Care systems

Horizon Europe – Cluster 1 - Health
Destination 4: Ensuring access to innovative,
sustainable and high-quality health care in the EU
Key problem drivers:
- Demographic changes.
- Poor uptake of technological innovations.
- Climate
changes,
environmental
factors
globalisation.
- Changes in political and social landscape.

and

The opportunity offered by the THCS co-funded
partnership:
To pool a critical mass of European/national/regional
scientific resources to research, develop and test
organisational, service and policy innovations. The contextspecific knowledge and evidence will inform health policies
and facilitate uptake of innovations, as well as their scalingup and transfer to other countries and regions.

The General Objective: to ensure the transition towards more
sustainable, resilient, innovative and high quality people-centred
health and care systems.
Key Specific Objectives to be achieved by 2030:
1. To provide multidisciplinary research and innovation actions in
priority areas of common interest to fill knowledge gaps,
produce evidence and develop guidance on how to
transform health and care systems.
2. To provide applied research/development and innovation actions
in priority areas of common interest to develop new solutions
for health and care to support and maintain people’s health.
3. To strengthen the research and innovation community in the
field of health and care systems across Europe.
4. To improve the ability of relevant health and care actors to take
up innovative solutions, including organisational, service
and policy innovations.
5. To establish a platform for connection and coordination of
relevant stakeholders to develop the ecosystems allowing for
a swift scaling up and transfer of successful innovations to
different health and care systems.

Digital Europe Programme
Artificial Intelligence on Testing and
Experimentation Facilities in Health
• The purpose of Testing and Experimentation
Facilities would be to enable innovators to fully
test the accuracy, robustness and safety of AI
digital health approaches by providing access to
appropriate health data sets, as well as or
number of cases, before deploying them. These
facilities would be a resource to European
innovators and be closely connected to hospitals,
researchers and innovators.
• Use case: Real world testing facility for Active
and Healthy Ageing (village, district, care
home)

A network of DIHs working on
scaling-up Innovation in Health

Thank you
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